Accessing Web-Based Self-Study GIS Training for DWR GIS Users
(Updated August 18, 2015 by Jane.Schafer-Kramer@water.ca.gov)

One of the objectives of the DWR Enterprise GIS Training and Outreach Subcommittee is to develop recommendations for and assist with the most effective utilization of the Learning and Service Credits that DWR receives as part of its Enterprise License Agreement with ESRI, Inc. for ArcGIS software. Among the training opportunities that are currently available to DWR GIS users as part of this agreement are web-based self-study courses known as Esri Virtual Campus. These training courses are now available at no charge to the Division/Office on an as-needed basis to any DWR employee. The courses are listed here:
http://training.esri.com/gateway/index.cfm?fa=search.results&CourseTypeID=1

To enroll in a Virtual Campus course, please follow the usual procedure for a Training Request using form DWR 4142.  After the necessary approvals have been obtained, the Training Coordinator should contact one of the ESRI training sub-administrators on the list at the end of this message for assistance with enrollment in the class. The student will have one year to complete the course and the certificate of completion will be available for download after the student successfully passes the online exam.

Some of the web courses available at the http://training.esri.com website are free.  Anyone can access these courses by setting up a username and password (a.k.a. Esri global account).  Employees should check with their supervisors to determine if a DWR 4142 is needed. There are also 60-minute recorded training seminars that are available for free, on demand, at the  http://training.esri.com website.

Additional training opportunities utilizing ESRI’s resources are currently being considered by the Training and Outreach Subcommittee. The best way to participate in this and other GIS training-related discussions is to join the GIS Training & Outreach Subcommittee. Meeting information is posted on https://dwrgis.water.ca.gov/training
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