

Enterprise GIS Committee Data Standards Subcommittee

June 21, 2012, 1:30 PM until 3:00 PM
Resources Building, Room 1603


Agenda

Revisions to the agenda			2 minutes

Christina added an item about Esri’s metadata editor.


Minimum Metadata Standard		10 minutes

The California Technology Agency is now called the minimum metadata standard the suggested guidelines.  We guess it is now call the minimum metadata suggested guidelines (MMDSG).  A draft of the suggested guidelines are moving through the California Technology Agency bureaucracy to be blessed.  Once blessed, it will come back to the California Mapping Coordination Committee for one more set of comments.

Positional Accuracy Document		10 minutes

Greg Twist (volunteered by the group) and Christina will review the Positional Accuracy Assessment Tool by the next meeting.

Greg Smith recommended that the Data Reviewer suit be installed as part of the standard package.  Jane mentioned that Esri knows what DWR is using and how much.  If not everyone will use this, then maybe we should only install this for data stewards.  This may be better for DWR’s enterprise license agreement.  The subcommittee agreed to hold off on the recommendation for right now.


Data Stewardship and Promotion	15 minimum

Ruppert asked that this subcommittee recommend that data stewards be allowed to make use of the 10.1 prerelease.  Danny should have worked something out with Esri.  The Architecture and Applications subcommittee will want to make the same recommendation.

NHD is in development.  Need a viewer account, and then it can be made public.  Ruppert will broadcast an announcement on the GIS list server.  

There was some discussion of having a generic viewer account for different geodatabases.  Ruppert did not think DTS could set it up this way.  If not, then the viewer accounts should all have the same structure:
		NHD_viewer
		GDB_viewer
		Etc.
The accounts should not have a number at the end.  Each of the accounts should have the same password.  When we map services to the public, the generic structure of the accounts will make it easier for DWR folks to remember.  It may also make it easier to break in from the outside.


Except for NHD, no one else has promoted a spatial data set to the production environment.  DHCCP has a base map and feature classes in their geodatabase.  Maybe these should be migrated to Atlas?  These spatial data sets have externally sourced feature class that we want to access.  The datasets have to have data stewards, and their agreement to the responsibilities.  


Tanya Meeth has a spatial data set for disadvantaged communities that she wants available to the public.  The spatial data set has three different layers.  There will need to be complete metadata for the layers.   Greg Smith said he would talk to Tanya about the metadata requirements.

Ruppert has not heard about the groundwater or DAU data sets.  There were data stewards identified, but those folks have not responded.

PRISM data.  What about the PRISM climate data?  Where are we going to put is data?  Jane will put data into six file geodatabases.  All the data is in the same projection.  We could put this into a single geodatabase in development.  Ruppert also mentioned a raster catalog as a possibility.

Parcel data.  Christina said that California Technology Agency has said this should be available any time (really soon) as a service.  Christina will also get the actual data, because people in DWR will need more than just the service.  Christina will make sure the data is updated when CTA updates the data.  There is a legal form from California Technology Agency.  The Subcommittee was unsure who at DWR would have to sign this.




Stewardship Training				15 minutes

Esri training person will not be at the Users Conference next month.  Training subcommittee will set up a meeting with her, and then build off that to develop a DWR training course.

Esri said they are putting together a virtual campus metadata editor course.


DWR Spatial Data Standards		20 minutes

Greg Smith said that it may be time to convert our spatial data standards from FGDC to ISO and the North American Profile.  This would get ahead of the curve.  Several people asked that the order of the standards document follow the order of the Esri metadata editor.  It would make it easier to follow.

Annette has not seen the current standards. She might be good at reviewing the new standards document, as we get closer to releasing it.


Grid thingy (a technical term)		Christina Boggs

Ruppert submitted a tech support help desk ticket about Esri’s metadata editor.  Text string for Spatial Reference always puts the spatial reference in a map coordinate system.  If the spatial data is in a grid coordinate system, then Esri’s metadata editor translates this.  Ruppert took exception to this, as wells as some other statements by Esri about FGDC.

Christina talked to the head of metadata for Esri about improving their translator.  Since Arc 6, Esri has stored grid projections in one way.  Switch to 10, the tool stopped working.  The tool had not been tagging correctly since Arc 6.  Esri did not feel it was not necessary to update the tool immediately.  In lieu of a grid, they store it as a string of a map projection.  Not a grid, zone and parameters.  Ruppert says they need to have the tags work correctly, including grids.  

The woman at Esri (the head metadata guru) swears her people tell her the metadata editor is correct.  I guess the question is how to interpret the OR in the FGDC standards.  Spatial projections will be in map projections or a grid coordinate system or a local grid.  Does translating everything to a map projection satisfy the FGDC?  Ruppert would say no.  Esri would say yes.  Annette said that a grid system uses a map projection, but was not the same.  She pointed out that it would be wrong to convert a local system to a map projection.  In most case, a local system does not use a map projection and should not be converted.

On a different not, Jack keeps saying metadata is going away.  The woman at Esri says this is not true.  Still have a robust metadata team and editor.  She has to do a lot of damage control because of Jack’s statements.
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