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The GIS Data Subcommittee recommends DWR establish a federated system for managing spatial data, where there is an official repository of enterprise spatial data and many people have the responsibility and the authority to produce and maintain individual spatial data sets. 

The official repository of spatial data shall be hosted within the DWR Data Center.  DTS shall provide and maintain the infrastructure for DWR’s enterprise spatial data.  People will be able to easily search the enterprise system to find spatial data.  DWR shall have an official copy of spatial data rather than multiple copies of the “same” data set, each possibly with minor changes.

This system has three different sources of spatial data: Program, Enterprise (or Department), and External (state and national).  Program data is spatial data developed by a DWR program, and not widely distributed.  Enterprise data is spatial data available on an enterprise system generally to everyone at DWR.  External data is spatial data developed outside of DWR.  

As shown in Figure 1, program data may be promoted to enterprise data, making the data available to everyone at DWR.  External data may be added to enterprise data, giving departmental staff access to spatial data developed by other agencies.  The enterprise data may be base map layers (data sets that people like to have on their maps) or data sets that are necessary to fulfill essential DWR business functions and provide consistency for decision making.  Over time, the enterprise data will grow as DWR builds a library of spatial data.  By making spatial data easily available to a wider audience, DWR would help make people more productive and promote integrated analyses of water resources.
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Figure 1.	Framework for a Spatial Information System at DWR
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