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DWR’s Brief GIS Data Resource Guide for the Web
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Product of the DWR, GIS Training and Outreach Committee

This is a brief GIS data web resource guide.  It is intended to help you supplement data that may not be in your standard collection of data layers.  Recent years have produced many data “clearing houses” that provide free GIS data downloads.   Be conscious which data layers you use.  Make sure they are the specific GIS files that will be used by you and others on the same project to assure consistency in the event of litigation.  Always review your locally preferred data layers before going out and getting something possibly inferior and not in agreement with existing standards within DWR.
Metadata is data about data and is very important.  Metadata describes who created the data, when and how it was created, how often it is updated, who to contact for updates, and all sorts of interesting information specific to the “pedigree” of that specific data layer.  All vector and raster data should have metadata attached that you can review.  Be sure to read the metadata before you download the vector or raster data to make sure that it is appropriate for your project.  
ArcGIS Online makes it possible for you to bring impressive imagery and vector data layers into your ArcGIS desktop. Open ArcGIS, select File at the top left corner of your ArcGIS session.  About half way down the pull down menu, and Select “Add Data from ArcGIS online”, and you will be taken to the Esri Maps and Data web page.  Review the available data layers by reading the Details and finally by selecting Open, which opens that data layer in your current desktop session and the data refreshes via the internet as you scroll around the map.
The following list is just a sampling of what is freely available in the GIS community via the Web today.  You can easily search the Web for the specifics of the data you are looking for, and you might find something new that has only recently been automated.
GIS is rapidly evolving at DWR.  Please visit the first web site below for DWR Enterprise GIS information.
Good Hunting!     Robyn
	Department of Water Resources and Hydro GIS Data Web Resources


DWR Enterprise GIS Committee:   http://aquanet.water.ca.gov/gis/
DWR California Data Exchange Center:  http://cdec4gov.water.ca.gov/
Water Data Library from DWR:  http://www.water.ca.gov/waterdatalibrary/
DWR DPLA Land Use:  http://www.water.ca.gov/landwateruse/lusrvymain.cfm
Awareness Floodplain Maps from DWR:  http://www.water.ca.gov/floodmgmt/lrafmo/fmb/fes/awareness_floodplain_maps/
California Water Plan Boundary Maps from DWR:  http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/maps/index.cfm
CLASIS California Levee and Stream Information System from DWR:  http://cdecgis.water.ca.gov/clasis/
	State of California GIS Data Web Resources

	


Cal-Atlas Geospatial Clearing House:  http://atlas.ca.gov/
CASIL California Environmental Information Clearing house from the Resources Agency:  http://gis.ca.gov/planned/
California GIS Map & Information Sites by County:  http://www.coordinatedlegal.com/gis.html
Electronic Water Rights Information Management System (eWRIMS)  from the State Water Resources Control Board: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ewrims/index.shtml
Biogeographic Information and Observation System from Dept. of Fish and Game:  http://bios.dfg.ca.gov
California Vegetation Map Catalog from Dept of Fish and Game:  http://icemaps.des.ucdavis.edu/vegmap
California Gap Analysis Project from U. of Santa Barbara:  
· http://www.biogeog.ucsb.edu/projects/gap/gap_data2.html
California Department of Fish and Game Data Site:  http://www.dfg.ca.gov/about/data.html
U.S.G.S. Center for LIDAR Information Coordination and Knowledge:  http://lidar.cr.usgs.gov
Fire and Resources Assessment Program FRAP by CAL FIRE:   http://frap.cdf.ca.gov/data/frapgisdata/select.asp
	Federal GIS Data Web Resources


Federal Geospatial Data Clearing house Search Engine:  http://registry.fgdc.gov/
The Geography Network (ESRI's data clearing house and map services):  http://www.esri.com/software/geographynetwork/index.html
National Atlas of the United States from the Dept of the Interior:  http://www-atlas.usgs.gov
The National Map by USGS to replace paper maps with GIS data:  http://nationalmap.gov
National Historical Geographic Information System by the Nat. Science Foundation:  http://www.nhgis.org
USGS Groundwater Atlas:  http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_b/index.html
Bureau of Land Management source of Quality PLSS and the National Integrated Land System (NILS):  http://www.geocommunicator.gov/GeoComm/index.shtm
	College, County, and Vendor GIS Data Web Resources
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Geospatial One Stop:  http://gos2.geodata.gov/wps/portal/gos
GIS Data Depot from GeoCommunity:  http://data.geocomm.com
Santa Clara Valley Water District GIS Data:  http://www.valleywater.org/Services/SCVWDGISData.aspx
Stanford University website listing for Digital GIS Data:  http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/gis/web.html
UC Berkeley GIS in the Earth Sciences & Map Library:  http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/gis.html
Marine Conservation Agreements Digital Data Availability Summary: http://www.mcatoolkit.org/US_State_Maps/Maps_California.html
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