[bookmark: _GoBack]MINIMUM MAP ELEMENTS STANDARD

This standard is developed to ensure a common usability in it map products developed by the State of California. This standard is necessary to properly document for distribution once released. The elements defined here will help both the users and producers of official State of California maps to: 

· Better understand the map information;

· Identify the standards, practices, and source data used in developing the map 

· Create consistency in released mapping products form the State 



	Item 

	Required? 
	Notes and Examples 

	Title 
	Yes 
	California Condor Habitat


	Legend 
	Usually 
	Omit only on very simple maps or very small maps 


	Author’s name 
	Yes 
	Joe Smith, GISP 


	Date of Publication 
	Yes 
	April 15, 2013 


	Map Filename 
	Yes 
	California_Condor_habt.mxd 
May include relative or absolute path or internet URL 


	Disclaimer/Caveat 
	Yes – may be very small but needs to be readable 
	Example: This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for, or be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. Users of this information should review or consult the primary data and information sources to ascertain the usability of the information. State of California assumes no liability. 


	Scale 
	Yes 
	Include at least one scale bar (appropriate for scale of map), and optionally, a representative ratio (1:24,000). 


	Agency logo 
	Yes – Usually at least the county logo 
	Follow agency guidelines. Use logos from other agencies, as appropriate, when they are contributors to the development of the map. 


	Agency name and address 
	Yes 
	Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
1701 Nimbus Rd  Gold River, CA 95670


	North Arrow or Geographic Reference 
	Yes 
	Use depends on the scale of the map and the size of the area depicted. This may take the form of a latitude/longitude graticule (for large-area maps) or north arrow (for small-area maps). 


	Projection information 
	Yes 
	California Teale Albers
NAD83 

	Locator Map 
	When mapping a sub-area of the state or county 
	Use a “common” theme (e.g., counties) as a backdrop, and highlight the area being mapped. 


	Data Credits 
	Yes, when applicable 
	When another agency’s data is used, it is proper to give that agency recognition on your map. 



