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These are the minimum metadata standards for spatial data at the California Department of Water Resources.  These standands apply to all spatial data sets, regardless of who created the data or when.  

These standards are identical to the proposed California Minimum Metadata Standards.  When the State formally adopts minimum metadata standards, DWR will review and revise these standards.

Other metadata standards apply if DWR created the spatial data after 2010.



Name
A name that identifies the data set.  You should try to make this unique.


Abstract
A brief narrative summary of the data set.


Purpose
Why  you created the data set.


Date
The date or range of dates when the data were gathered, or the date the photos, maps or other items at the core of the data set, were created.

We want the vintage of the data, not the date you created the geodatabase or the date you made the information public.


Contact
Provide contact information for an individual or organization that is knowledgeable about the data set. 

Person’s  name
Organization’s name: “Califronia Department of Water Resources” and the divison of the person.
Telephone number, including area code
Email address


Field Definitions
For each field in the data set, provide:
	The name of the field.
	A definition of the information.
	The data type (text, date, integer, boolean, float, memo, link, object, etc.)

If you have multiple tables, then include the table name along with each field too, because fields names may not be unique.

Where field names may be similar to field names generated by GIS software, such as length or area, identify if this is a field defined by the user or the software.


Abbreviation Definitions
For any field that contains numeric or alphabetic codes (e.g., SAC = Sacramento County), list all codes and/or abbreviations used in the data set and provide an unabbreviated definition.


Access Constraints
Is access for this data set limited?  If not, put “None”.  If so, specify who has access to the data.  Anyone or any organization not listed will not have access.


Use Constraints
Are uses of this data set limited?  This is complimentary information to the purpose.  If not, put “None”.  If so, specify how the uses should be limited by third parties.


Distribution
Identify how the data set is distributed via the internet.  If the data is distributed as a web service or end point, provide the URL or link to the service 


Update Frequency
Identify the frequency with which you make changes and additions to the data set after the initial data set is completed.  You may say “As needed”, “Irregular” or “None planned,” if one of these are applicable.


Projection
Identify the projected coordinate system name.


Datum
Identify the datum.  Select one of:
NAD83 (GCS_North_American_1983) (preferred)
NAD27 (GCS_North_American_1927)
WGS84 (WGS_1984)



ISO Topic Category and Category Code
Identify the appropriate ISO category codes for the data set.  You may select more than one.

	ISO Topic Category
	Code

	Farming
	001

	Biota
	002

	Boundaries
	003

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Climatology / Meteorology / Atmosphere
	004

	Economy
	005

	Elevation
	006

	Environment
	007

	Geoscientific Information
	008

	Health
	009

	Imagery  /Base Maps / Earth Cover
	010

	Intelligence / Military
	011

	Inland Waters
	012

	Location
	013

	Oceans
	014

	Planning / Cadastre
	015

	Society
	016

	Structure
	017

	Transportation
	018

	Utilities / Communication
	019




Keywords
List keywords that define the data. At this time, there is no standard list of keywords.
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